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MONDAY, JULY 30, 1860.

THE third Session of the Second Parliament of the General Assembly of New Zealand
was this day opened by the Governor, when His Excellency was pleased to make th¢

following

SPEECH.

GE~:TLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, GENTLEMEN OF THE Hous:g

OF REPRES ENTAT~IVES,--

In the present circumstances of the Colony, I have recourse, with
~*eat satisfaction, to your Advice and Assistance.

The Province of Taranaki--the state of which has long been a
source of anxiety--has recently become the scene of an Insurrection,
involving portions of several Tribes of Aboriginal Natives.

The immediate occasion of this disturbance of the Public Peace has
been an attempt, on the part of a Native Chief of the :Ngatiawa Tribe,
to forbid the sale to the Crown, and forcibly to prevent the Survey, of a
piece of land to which he neither asserted nor possessed any Title.

I felt it to be my duty to repel this assumption,of an authority
inconsistent alike with the maintenance of the Queen’s Sovereignty and
the rights of the Proprietors of the land in question. :In this course I
have received from all parts of the Colony assurances of Sympathy and
Support, affording gratifving evidence of the Loyalty of all elasse~ of Her
Majesty’s subjects.
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I am deeply sensible of the sacrifices made by those who have been
called upon to aid in the assertion of Her Majesty’s Authority, and in
providing for the Safety of the Colony. Her Majesty’s Land and Sea
Forces have displayed their accustomed Gallantry; and I desire especially
to express my Ad,~iration of the Courage which the Settlers of Taranaki
have shewn in the Field, and in the endurance of the Privations and Losses
to which they have been subjected.

My thanks are due to the Governments of the neighbouri.’ng Colonies.
for the efficient aid which they have rendered on this occasion, and par-
ticularly to the Government of Victoria, which promptly despatched to
my assistance its fine armed Steamer.

Having been compelled reluctantly, and with much regret, to uphold
Her Majesty’s Supremacy by force of Arms, and believing that the future
welfare of the Native Race, not less than that of Her Majesty’s other Sub-
jects in New Zealand, depends on the resolute maintenance of Her Au-
thority, I confidently rely on your Loyal and Cordial Support to aid me in
carrying into effect such measures as circumstances may require.

it is satisfactory to know that only a small portion of the Native Po-
pulation has taken any part in the Insurrection. A dangerous Sympathy
with the Insurgents has however been displayed by the Waikato Tribes.
These Tribes have been for some years past the centre of the agitation for
theestablishment of an independent Maori State, under a Native Sovereign,
and it is in furtherance of this project that aid from Waikato has been
afforded to the Insurgents.

To check the growth of plans fraught with so much peril to both
Races, and to remove doubts which extensively prevail amongst the Natives
as to the ultimate objects of the British Government, I have invited a
considerable number of the influential Chiefs from all parts of the
Colony to meet and confer with me in Auckland. My invitation has
b~en responded to by a large number of leadin~ Chiefs, comprising Mem-
bers of almost every Tribe of New Zealand. rhey are now assembled in
the neighbourhood of Auckland, and from the results which hay,
already attended the meeting, I feel justified in expecting that it will
remove m~ieh miseonception,--wi’ll confirm the Loyal and reassure the
Doubting,--and will prepare the way for measures to establish the rela-
tions of the Government with the Aborigines on a solid and satisfactory
Basis.

I have directed that Papers relating to all the matters to which I
have alluded shall be taid before you.

............. G]~TI~.~I~ ~0F THE ~DVSI~ OF R~rrATIVES,~"

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be submitted to you on aa
early day. They will be framed wtth-a :due attention to Economy, aa~l
a careful regard to the exigencies of the t’ublic Service.
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~I~NTLEI~EN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE House

OF REPRESt:NTATIVES,--

I have to congratulate you on the continued increase of the Populations
Exports~ and Revenue of the Colony--an increase which during the past
year has been unusually rapid. In anticipation of the approaching expiry
of the term of duration of f.he present House of Representatives, you will be
invited to consider a measure for increasing the number of the Members of
the House, and for re-distributing the Representation so as fairly to adjust it
to the altered state of the Colony.

Under existing circumstances your attention will doubtless be princi-
pally directed to subjects connected with the :Native Insurrection.
Measures on various matters of Importance have, however, been prepared,
and will be submitted for your consideration, comprising a Bill to facilitate
the Transfer of Real Property, by the establishment of a Land Registry, a
Bill to regulate Joint Stock Companies, with other measures for the
amendment of various branches of the Law.

It only remains that I should express my earnest Hope that, in the
Circumstances under which you are assembled, your deliberations may be
guided by the Spirit of Wisdom, and may contribute to the enduring welfare
of the People of this Coh?ny.




